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J U S T  A S K T H E M

Student-founded and student-led, clubs let students hone their leadership and teamwork skills, explore their interests as well as have a good 
time. 
 
Click on a photo to read the full interview with these club members: 

   

Katie Beasley (right) and Brandy 
Chapman have developed a deep 
friendship and created strong bonds 
within their club, Colleges Against 
Cancer. The impact of the group 
reaches far into the community and 
touches closer among the hearts of 
its members. 

Read more from the interview. 

You may recognize Dena-Kay Spence 
(right) or Kris Campbell from the 
fitness center, since they both work 
there. However, you may not realize 
that they are actively involved in the 
development of a student 
organization on campus called the 
Caribbean Student Association. 
While there are other cultural clubs on 
campus, none quite suited their 
needs. 

Read more from the interview. 

Shannon Foster (left) and Jordan 
Sevier developed a lasting friendship 
and have a common appreciation for 
the arts. They met, coincidentally, 
while participating in another arts-
related organization on campus. It 
was this shared passion that spurred 
them to become part of the original 
group that worked on the 
development of Creative Collective. 

Read more from the interview. 
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Katie Beasley (right) and Brandy Chapman are on a 
mission to reduce the impact of cancer by organizing 
fund-raising efforts with Relay for Life toward research, 
and by spreading education and awareness toward early 
detection. 

Katie relates a story of a friend that has reached the age 
of 23 and does not yet have a cancer-related experience 
to share. With the prevalence of cancer in the U.S., both 
she and Brandy find this unusual. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), cancer 
is a close second to heart disease as the leading cause of 
death in the U.S. It’s unfortunate that so many encounter 
cancer early on, and in their view, this friend is a lucky 
exception. 

Colleges Against Cancer (CAC) is a national effort active in 
most major colleges and affiliated with the American 
Cancer Society (ACS). They have four main objectives that 
the ACS affiliation dictates: survivorship, education, 
advocacy and participation in Relay for Life. Proceeds 
from Relay for Life are a primary source of financial 
support for the ACS in its efforts toward funding research to combat the disease, and Gwinnett County’s event is the largest in the nation. 

Katie has been training for her role as president of CAC since she was seven years old when she attended her first Relay for Life event. She 

Brandy Chapman and Katie Beasley take a moment for a pose during Colleges 
Against Cancer's Relay for Life kick-off when they reveal the year's theme, "Be a 
GGC Superhero."
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took full advantage of a seven-year-old’s “cute factor” and raised well over $1,000! Because of her subsequent years of experience with Relay 
for Life and the friends she has made at the Gwinnett ACS office, officials were not surprised to see Katie’s request to start Colleges Against 
Cancer at GGC. 

CAC vice president, Brandy Chapman, has family members that have been affected by cancer. 
When Katie introduced the idea of CAC, she was immediately onboard. 

“It’s something I feel strongly about too,” Brandy insists. “Anything you need me to do, I’ll 
help out. I just want to be a part of it in any way.” 

“You can get any sort of cancer at any age and a lot of people don’t realize that,” Katie 
stresses. “I want people to know. Yes, you’re in college. Yes, you’re 20 years old. But you 
could still have cancer right now and not know it unless you get checkups, unless you do 
personal exams. And the earlier [you detect it], the better.” 

“The fact that we have students here that have had cancer themselves is shocking to me.” 
Brandy says. She recalls a meeting when a new member joined them and shared her survivor 
story of having cancer at a really young age. The meetings can be cathartic; however, their 
alliance with the ACS creates an option for professional support. She reiterates that cancer 
does not discriminate, and self exams with early detection are key. 

There is a lot work that goes on behind the scenes: recruiting participants, doing paperwork, 
coordinating national affiliations. 

“Whether you’re asking for donations or promoting an event, you have to be willing to 
approach people,” Brandy advises. “You’ve got to be willing to talk to people, whether it’s on 
campus or off-campus for whatever you need.” 

Although GGC has participated in the past, this will be the first Relay for Life event for this chapter of CAC. It is a 24-hour event that requires 
a great deal of preparation throughout the entire year. The GGC team is comprised of students, staff, faculty, friends and family members. 
The environment can be competitive among the different groups representing academia with opportunities for recognition going to those 
offering innovative ideas that help promote awareness and education. GGC’s CAC theme for 2010 encourages participants to “Be a GGC 
Superhero.” 

Additional projects include a luminary event on campus. A reading will begin, remembering friends and family members that have passed, 
those who are currently struggling and those who are surviving cancer patients. When a category is read that relates to an individual, they 
light their glow stick. What results is a gradual illumination of the room, shedding light both literally and metaphorically on the impact that 
cancer has on all of us. 
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Ideas for an advocacy event are still taking shape. However, they are considering the possibilities of inviting a person to speak to students 
who represents the local government or health industry that is especially vigilant in the fight against cancer through research, gaining grants 
or enacting legislation that reduces the impact of cancer. 

When asked if they had any advice for other students trying to start a club or organization, Katie was quick to respond. 

“Make sure you definitely have that core group that will be there for you and help you. Don’t try and take on everything by yourself.” 

“It forms close bonds with the people here,” Brandy adds summing up her experience in the group. “For me, the more I deal with it, the more 
it keeps things in perspective.” 
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The initial inception of the club stems from two founding members and long-time 
friends, Corbin Satterwhite and Cesar Puerto. They recognized Shannon’s artistic ability 
and true vision and felt that she would be vital to what they had in mind. Collectively, 
they form the board of directors for the club. Shannon encouraged Jordan to join, 
feeling her poetic talents were integral to the group and Jordan now heads the 
literature segment. Additionally, there are three more divisions that include drama, 
music and visual arts. A fourth is being considered for the future to include dance. 

“We’re basically about creating a community of artists, specifically amongst the 
students,” Shannon says. “We think it’s important to be able to interact with other 
artists, to collaborate, to gain inspiration.” 

Shannon and Jordan agree that it’s essential for the campus artist community to reach 
out to the larger artist community so they can meet people who will help guide and 
motivate, and who have real-world experience. 

“It’s critical to provide a safe environment where you can collaborate without fear of 
rejection,” Jordan says. She continues by expressing the importance of, “meeting 
people who are passionate about this; just to know people are out there who are living 
and breathing art. They let students know that you can do what you want to do and it 
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doesn’t necessarily include becoming a ‘starving artist’.” 

As new GGC students, Shannon and Jordan were hesitant during the first weeks of 
class. But as they became involved with different organizations their transition into the 
new environment became easier. It’s clear that both are developing effective leadership 
qualities as officers of the club. They display a versatile, well-rounded approach to 
Creative Collective, providing managerial aspects while paying homage to the integrity 
of their creative characteristics. In fact, both are English majors, and while Shannon’s 
focus is on editing, Jordan brings a creative flair to the mix. 

“We make a good salad; we make a good team,” jokes Jordan. 

It’s not surprising that both come from families with a high appreciation for the arts. 
Shannon is strongly influenced by her grandmother, an established photographer. Like 
her grandmother, Shannon is involved with photography, but she also sketches and 
does ceramics. 

Jordan lends a bit of practical application to the club in a different sense. 

“I’ve been involved in the open mic scene in and around Atlanta for about a year and 
I’ve been writing forever.” Like Shannon, Jordan gets a lot of support from her family, 
“My dad’s background is in show business and he knows I was bitten by the bug early 
on.” 

Both young women have given lots of thought to the role the arts play and how a club 
like Creative Collective can impact others in a positive way. 

Creative Collective has also been working with The Aurora Theater, a local venue in Lawrenceville, Ga., to increase awareness and encourage 
students to explore their artistic side by visiting the theater. They have set aside tickets during specific dates in an effort to create “free” 
opportunities toward creative enlightenment. At some point, they hope to promote and offer non-curricular opportunities to teach GGC 
students the arts through classes that include dancing for musicals, photography and acting. And, they are working together to create a GGC 
showcase of talent that would make its debut on the stage at Aurora. 
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When asked if they have any advice for other students trying to start a club or organization, Shannon offered these thoughtful words: “Be 
patient with your constitution. Be open to the suggestions. Have a vision, don’t just start a club for the sake of starting a club. It will make 
everything so much simpler.” 

Jordan adds, “Be specific about your plan. Be able to verbalize what it is that you want for the club. Be passionate about it. Don’t look at it as 
just something to do. See it as your baby and be prepared to protect it.” 
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GGC is a truly multi-cultural campus and many are reflected in the clubs and organizations available to the student body. 

"We thought that we still needed one more that catered toward the Caribbean,” says Dena-Kay. “Our main goal is educating everyone, trying 
to get away from the stereotype. Often when you say, ‘Caribbean,’ people may think of one country, maybe Jamaica, but there’s a whole lot 
more.” 

The Caribbean Student Association is an opportunity for students to gain cultural perspective and bask in a little of the “islands’ tropical 
sunshine” at GGC. They promote diversity and uniqueness under the motto “giving the Islands another home,” which results in an increased 
respect for other cultures. Many of the members originate from Haiti, Jamaica, Trinidad and the U.S. 

Club members make plans for upcoming events so students can experience a bit of the rich culture of the Caribbean.
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Dena-Kay loves her experience here at GGC and especially enjoys the opportunities that are 
available to start new organizations. As president of the Caribbean Student Association, she 
is developing her managerial skills and obtaining some experience at overseeing the club’s 
finances. 

The events serve the entire campus student body. They also show their support by giving 
back to the community such as participating in Haiti relief. 

“One of the things we decided is to pick a country each year [to focus on]. It so happened 
that last year we picked Haiti. We had a supply drive last semester and this semester we 
teamed up with another club on campus,” explains Dena-Kay. 

With the Pharaohs of the Fifth Sun, their combined efforts collected over $1,000 in 
donations and encouraged prayers for those affected by the earthquake. 

“Even with the current crisis in Haiti, I didn’t know that they were that impoverished until I 
was researching the country,” she continues. “I just thought it was another country like 
Jamaica. We learn about the other countries along the way ourselves.” 

Dena-Kay draws from her Jamaican heritage as a somewhat recent resident to the Atlanta 
area. The club benefits from her first-hand knowledge. In cases when they don’t have 
personal background as a resource, the members do research to ensure they are providing 
an accurate portrayal at the different cultural events they organize. 

Kris serves the club as the events manager and offers this advice on starting a new club, “Make sure you’re organized ahead of time.” He 
continues to stress the advantage of proper planning, which significantly reduces the amount of problems that arise during an event. He takes 
pride in searching out different caterers and vendors and is especially happy when they offer discounts. He has the “difficult” task of sampling 
the food so that only the most authentic is presented at their events. 

The group is sponsoring a Caribbean day entitled “Taste of the Islands” where they will focus on providing history of the various cultures 
through music, food, and games. 

One of their more successful events was a pool party where students could catch a few artificial “rays” in the tropically decorated fitness 
center, participate in games, sample authentic cuisine, and give in to the rhythm of the Islands. Dena-Kay conveys a feeling of happiness that 
all their effort and planning results in a successful event, but she expresses relief when it’s over. 

“A lot of hard work goes into organizing a club,” says Dena-Kay. “Make sure you have that core group of people you can depend on and know 
that not everyone is there for the same reason. Some will show up for everything [to show support] and there’s just a few that will help plan. 
Learn about your members. Overall it’s fun and it’s definitely worth it!” 

Georgia Gwinnett College Directions & Campus Map | Employment | Give to GGC | Directory  

Page 2 of 3Caribbean Student Association

5/10/2010http://www.ggc.edu/ggc-life/student-activities/just-ask-them/caribbean-student-association



Tel. 1.678.407.5000 
1000 University Center Lane 
Lawrenceville, GA 30043  
 

  

Site Questions or Feedback | Privacy Policy | Site Map 
 

A member of the University System of Georgia | ©2010 Georgia Gwinnett College 

Page 3 of 3Caribbean Student Association

5/10/2010http://www.ggc.edu/ggc-life/student-activities/just-ask-them/caribbean-student-association


	5-10-2010 just ask them 1.pdf
	5-10-2010 just ask them 2.pdf
	5-10-2010 just ask them 3.pdf
	5-10-2010 just ask them 4.pdf

